
SPECIMEN LABELLING

To prevent the possibility  of an adverse patient outcome
resulting from a specimen mix-up or misidentification, label all
blood tubes and other specimen containers at  the patient’s side
with the patient’s: 

First and last names (no initials or nicknames)
Date of birth
Date and time of collection
The name on the tubes must EXACTLY match the
name on the requisition.
Use a separate transport bag for each patient’s
specimens and requisitions. Do not combine several
patients’ specimens into one bag.

Proper specim en collection, handling, labeling and transport are
essential for accurate laboratory  results. The Joint Com m ission and the
College of Am erican Pathologists (CAP) hav e designated patient safety
goals and requirem ents that are redefined annually . Our num ber one
goal is to ensure positiv e patient and specim en identification. We require
that at least two patient identifiers (neither being the patient’s location)
be used to label specim en collection containers in the presence of the
patient. The use of two patient identifiers on all specim ens will ensure
accurate linkage of the patient, the specim en, and the test results.

Should y ou hav e any  questions concerning the abov e inform ation, please
feel free to call custom er serv ice. As alway s, hav e a good day !

Best regards,

Vanessa L. Hoehne
Client Serv ices Coordinator
Labtech Diagnostics, LLC
Phone: 864.7 60.003 9 x1 20
Mobile: 864.202.257 4


